
Add the numerators.

Subtracting Fractions

To subtract fractions, we must ensure that the fractions in the calculation have 
common denominators. 
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Work outExample Work outExample

Find the LCM (lowest common 
multiple) of the denominators. 
The LCM of  and  is 

Find the LCM (lowest common 
multiple) of the denominators. 
The LCM of  and  is 

Use equivalent fractions to 
change the fractions so that 
they have like denominators. 

Add the numerators.

Use equivalent fractions to 
change the fractions so that 
they have like denominators. 

Simplify the 
answer if possible.


