
Rounding to Significant Figures

Rounding to significant figures is another way to approximate. 
We start counting significant figures at the first non-zero digit.
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The values of these 
digits do not affect the 

answer.

The value of this digit 
does not affect the 

answer.

Check the next digit to 

the right. If this digit is:     

      or more, round up.


      or less, round down.

Round to  and  significant figures.Example

 significant figure significant figures

Our answer has  
non-zero digit.
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Our answer has  
non-zero digits.
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Check the 2nd significant 
figure. This digit is  so 


we round up.
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Check the 3rd significant 
figure. This digit is  so 


we round down.
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